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COURSE TITLE: ADVANCE!) COMPETITIVE FORENSICS 



COURSE 

NUMBER 

si is. no 
s II f i . n i 
! 73. 1C 
sjoo.o:! 



COURSE DESCRIPTION: An advanced speech course st rucl ured 

around the i tul i vidua I needs of students v/illi some experience 
in inlerschol astic compel I l ion. They will pursue individual 
interests and skills devel opment in interpretative speak I ng, 
original oratory, extemporaneous speaking, and legislative 
debate. 



1. PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES 

A. The student will il lustrate* his ability for in-depth researc h 
to be able to understand the conflicts inherent in divergent 
views and thereby be able to establish a premise through 
knowledge rather than the simple acceptance of one-sidodness • 

li. The student will discover the importance of creativity in 
thought, organization, and phraseology through evaluation 
of famous speeches and critiques of their own efforts. 

C. The student will work with his voice for better control, 
dramatic inflection, persuasiveness, flexibility, tonal 
qualities and with his body for better poise, stance*, 
movement, gestures and expressiveness. 

I). Students will expand their scope and capability to include 
speech types as yet untried or not mastered. 

E. The student will participate in community forensic compel i l lot 
in order to make use of his skills. 



11 . COURSE CONTENT 
A. Rationale 

Individual events categories of forensic competition include 
many types and require intensive work. This course provides 
the same opportunity for individual advancement for these 
students as advanced debate courses do competitive varsity 
debaters. 



- 1 - 



O 

ERLC 



4 



H. Ri-ingc of subject matter 



1* Ex tomporaneous speaking 

a. Discuss critically the area of structuring ideas. 

b. Analyze methods of supporting ideas. 

c. Analyze methods of attacking a topic. 

d. Integrate personal references and experiences. 

e. Relate to audience adaptation. 

f. Compare and apply emotional appeals. 

g. Discover the use of stylistic devices: alliteration, 

repetition* imagery, transitional words and phrases. 

h. Analyze the worth and use of humor. 

i. Recognize the importance of drawing sound inferences. 

2. Dramatic oral interpretation (See quin courses "Oral 
Interpretation" and "Advanced Oral Interpretation".) 

a. Understanding the play to understand the author's 
intent 

b. Character study within the play 

c. Oral interpretation without bodily expression or 
movement 

d. Characterization using only bodily expression or 
movement without vocalization 

e. Writing and editing the cutting for presentation 

f. Practice to perfect presentation 
3. Original oratory 

a. Study and discussion of contest theme, i.e., V.F.W. 

Voice of Democracy" and Elk's Club "The Constitution- 
oratorical contests 
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I). "How do I feel about it?" Evolve a philosophy 

or conclusion on the specific topic by research i up, 
other's thoughts and treatises on the subject. 

c. Use stylistic devices to develop a premise: 
analogy, audience shock, a running thread, personal 
identif ication. 

d. Speech composition skills: paragraph structure, 

developing an idea, transitional words and phrases, 
colorful language 

e. Review of basic speech structure: in troriuct ions- 

body-conc 1 u s ions 

f. Memorization and perfection through practice 
4. Legislative debate (not team debate) 

a. Research and discussion of current problems for 
bills and resolutions 

b. Writing the author speech for a bil 1/ resol ut ion 

c. Analysis of bills and resolutions in order to lake 
a s tand 

d. Practice in affirmative and negative stands in three 
minute speeches 

e. Practice in the parliamentary procedure needed for 
student congress sessions 

f. Writing and presenting the amendment 

g. Ways and manner of "picking the bill apart" (The 
goal here would be to make a telling point in tlu? 
adoption or failure of a bill/resolution.) 



I LI. TEACHING STRATEGIES 

Distribute a list of the year*s competitive activ ities. Open 
discussion as to their intrinsic worth, then in light of worthii.e. 
for themselves. Ascertain which area of individual competition 
elicited the most personal interest. Have each student begin tli«.:r 
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A. Original oratory 



"In oratory the student writes, memorizes and riot i vers a 

persuasive speech arising from his personal feelings, con- 
victions, or a source of irritation about something." 1 

!• The teacher should encourage the student to keep a 
notebook in which to jot down ideas for speeches, 
keep clippings from magazines and newspapers, make 
note of references (a sort of bibliography) for 
quotations from sources available in the event the 
material is too lengthy to copy. Such quotations 
can be used to dramatize or strengthen a promise, 
they can be notations on problems that need remedial 
action, or they can be famous sayings, anecdotes or 
jokes. The student will find such a file or notebook 
of tremendous value. 

2. Have students read and critique famous speeches. 

This can be done in the light of a particular contest 
theme such as freedom. A speech may be critiqued for 
its universality, for its topicality, for innuendoes, 
for its timelessness, as examples* 

3. Have students listen to speeches on records or tapes. 
Use the criteria listed in strategy A, # 2 (above) for 
evaluative purposes. 

4. The student can analyze recorded speeches for manner 
of presentation. Does the voice fit the message or 
occasion? Would the speech be more impressive if given 
by another speaker? Less? Which qualities are worthy 
of note? Which could be improved? Which are undesirnbl 
This would help in self-analysis. 

r >. The student will write several original orations. 

a) He will write an oration geared to the rules of 
a specific contest. 

b) He will write an oration using an original idea 
for his thesis. 



Robinson, Karl F., Charlotte Lee. Speech in Action . Olenvio 
Illinois: Scott, Foresman and Co., 1965. Pago 237. 
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6. Have student 



memorize and perfect through practice. 

IS. Dramatic interpretation 

In drama, one must "think of an .interpreter .as one who 
responds to his own material in much the same way as a 
member of a theater audiences responds to a play in pro- 
duction. 

According to National Forensic League rules (revised 6-20-7]), 
dramatic interpretation is a contest calling for use of a 
selection containing dialogue of two or more characters to 
be presented with the book in hand. The book in hand aspect 
is the revision. Most colleges prefer the interpretative 
over the dramatic; therefore, when a student enters a coll ege- 
sponsored tournament in interpretation, it is important to 
ascertain the rules. 

1. Have students read a wide variety of plays to gain 
a deeper understanding of the dramatic form. 

2. From these plays the student should choose one cutting 
with which he feels he best relates. He should delete, 
combine and revise the dialogue as he works with the 
cutting to strengthen the characterizations. As lie 
prepares the cutting he must keep in mind the Lime limi- 
tations of each specific tournament. Most National Foren- 
sic League tournaments specify 8-10 minutes, including the 
introduction. 

J. Student should record his cutting to see if his charac- 
terizations are strong and true. He may record several 
versions for comparison and choose the best. 

4. If video equipment is available, student should deliver 
his cutting as for an audience, then replay for analysis. 
Again, he may record several interpretations for comparison 

5. Have student read a wide variety of poetry to prepare a 
poetic repertoire. Poetic interpretation helps the student 
acquire sensitivity and control. 



Buys, William E., et al . Contest Speaking Manual . Lincoln wood, 
Illinois: National Textbook Corp., 1963. Page 6. 
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Extemporaneous speaking 



In tournament participation, time limitations vary. Usually 
extemp runs 4-6 minutes, but sometimes 3-5 minutes is specified, 
in all his organization he must keep this in iniiul. 

1. Have students use tapes of speeches recorded by famous 
people and analyze thorn for pertinence of subject, organi- 
zation of points or arguments, originality of attack, <h- 

1 i very , and overall effectiveness. 

2. Have students select a published speech and deli vim it 
with emphasis on convincing delivery and persuasiveness. 

3. Have students keep a speaker's kit of quotations by 
eminent people on current events, clippings of dal a and 
statistics, clippings of editorials arranged with both 
pro and con opinions. 

4. Have students collect an exteinp file of current event 
topics and arrange in alphabetical order. These should 
include articles from the daily newspapers, weekly news 
magazines, monthly magazines, trade journals and special 
interest publications. It is imperative that the ex tempo r 
keep up such a file. If there are several students involve* 
in extemp, the file should belong to everyone involved, and 
everyone should share in its compilation. 

• • .hive the student practice! as much as possible following, 
National Forensic League rules: 

a) Student draws three topics from an envelope and 
chooses one on which to speak. Topics are on * 
current events and are written in the form of a 
question so that the speaker must take a stand. 

b) Student has 30 minutes preparation time with his 
extemp file. 

c) Student gives his speech with time cards used and 
a critique sheet given. 

Legislative debate (student congress) 

1. Have student draw up a resolution on a current problem 
area in correct resolution form, research the topic, and 
be prepared to give a three-minute speech on behalf of 
the resolution. 



2. Have student take a copy of another student's rcsol lit i.on, 
research it, and he prepared to spealc negatively on it. 

3. Have student, in view of his reading on the resolution's 
intent, prepare to speak on the aff irmati ve^sidc* • 

4* Using National Kerens ic League procedure^ hnv^^t udeii fs 
participate in a congress type debate on the rosn I u l. i o*-:;: 

a) Students will elect their presiding officer (K.O.). 

b) Students will adhere strictly to correct par L iamon- 
tary procedure ( Robert's Rules of Order, Rev. , and 
Table of Motions as prescribed for student, congresses). 

c) The author of the bill will, begin the debate with a. 

3— minute author's speech. Then debate will nltcsriv.'to 
with a negative speaker, an affirmative speaker, etc., 
until debate ceases. A vote should be taken to ser 

if the bill passes or fails. The quality of debate 
and controversial issues presented should be stress* ct 
rather than whether a resolution or. bill passes. 

r >. The speech coach can follow the same procedure as oiilMivd 

for resolutions in dealing with bills, being sure the format 
for a bill is used. Debate is the same. 

6. Have students rotate as P.0. (If your students have not 

studied parliamentary procedure, most of the sta to-adopt< A 
texts listed herein contain chapters on parliamentary law 
which the students can use from which to study. It is pre- 
supposed, however, that in a class of advanced competitive 
forensics, students have had such, training and experience.) 

NOTE: Both students and coaches alike find much of value 

in legislative debate, especially in the carry-over to other 
specialized speech situations and to other academic clnsse . 
They learn to fit their words to the situation with confidence 
ind persuasiveness and compactness. They do not write and 
memorize a speech as in oratory; they do not have 30 minul ■' 
to organize a speech using a file as in extemp; they do not 
have the help of partner and an extensive debate file s 
in formal debate. They hc.ve the opportunity to speak v/l i » : : • 
they have something to say or to remain silent. When they 
speak, i>t is purely impromptu. 
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IV. LEARNING ACTIVITIES 



The general education aim of competitive forensics is "...to help 
you increase your personal effectiveness as a speaker, and to help 
you understand the circumstances in which speech can benefit you 
and the society of which you are a part. M ^ 

A. Extra-curricular activities 

1. Florida Forensics Program This organization is sponsored 
by the college and universities in Florida. The State 

is divided into districts and each district has .in el im- 
inations tournament, the v/inner of each to compete in a 
statewide tournament. You may work toward competition 
in these areas: 

a. Girls and Boys Extemporaneous Speaking 

b. Oral Interpretation 

c. Original Oratory 

d. Debate (you are not involved in this category) 

2. College-sponsored tournaments These vary from year to 
year. Within the past few years, Dade students have parti 
cipated in the following: 

a. Miami/Dade Junior College North, all ovenLs. 

h. I’ roward Community College, all events. 

c. Colleges outside the South Florida area who period- 
ically send invitations: 

1) Florida Technical University, Orlando 

2) University of Florida, Gainesville (Usually 
a workshop on debate and extemp, followed by 
a short tournament) 

3) Emory University, Atlanta (Barkley Debate 
Forum which includes extemp) 



Buys, William E., et al . Op cit. Page 2. 
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